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‘Minerals that are unavailable when we need them,
should be considered critical.’

- NATIONAL MINING ASSOCIATION

The following was adapted by the author,
Utah Mining Association President
Brian Somers, from testimony he gave
to the Subcommittee on Energy and
Mineral Resources of the U.S. House of
Representatives in September.

It is important to recognize that
mining is something most people
never experience firsthand,
yet they benefit from the
products made possible by
mining every single day.
From smartphones, medical
devices and consumer
electronics to new energy
technologies and national
defense systems, our modern
economy and quality of
life are supported by mined
minerals.

The Utah Mining Association
(UMA) was founded in 1915 and
represents Utah’s hard-rock, coal and
industrial mineral mine operators
and related support industries.
UMA'’s mission is to advocate on
behalf of Utah’s mining industry, its
workers and the communities they
support. Mining is a critical industry

in Utah, contributing $7.7 billion to
the state’s GDP, supporting nearly
57,000 direct and indirect jobs and
powering Utah’s broader economy
by producing the coal which provides
62 percent of Utah’s low-priced
electricity. Mining jobs in Utah are
family- and community-sustaining
jobs with mining salaries
averaging 46 percent more
than the average Utah wage.
Since Utah’s first
commercial mining district
was established in 1863
— 33 years before Utah
became a state — Utah’s
mining industry has labored
diligently to develop Utah’s
vast mineral wealth and
provide the mined commodities
markets demand.

Today, we are witnessing a
welcome and long overdue public
focus on supply chains and mineral
production. This is partly due to
the supply chain disruptions which
everyone experienced during the
COVID pandemic. It is partly due
to current geopolitical events which

are affecting mineral production and
availability, including interference
by bad actors like China who seek
to distort and control commodity
markets. And it is due, I believe, by
an increased public awareness of
misguided regulatory burdens, policy
decisions and investment signals by
the federal government which hamper
domestic mineral production.

Much of the current public
focus and discourse around mineral
supply is centered around what are
being called “critical minerals.”
Responding to an executive order
from President Donald Trump, the
Department of Interior published
a list of critical minerals in 2018,
which was updated in 2022. We also
have competing mineral lists from
other parts of the federal government,
including a list of critical “materials”
from the Department of Energy and
the National Defense Stockpile of
minerals maintained by the Defense
Logistics Agency.

In many ways, the current focus
on critical minerals is history repeating
itself. A recent report titled “Critical

Minerals of Utah” released by the
Utah Geological Survey states, “The
concept of critical minerals is not
new, and in the United States various
lists of commodities and definitions
of what qualifies as critical have been
developed since the early 1900s.”

It seems that over the past 100
years, we haven’t learned the lesson
that making lists of critical minerals
— however methodologically sound
they might be — is not as useful as
letting the diverse demands of free
markets, environmental responsibility,
operational efficiency, technological
innovation, economic security and
national security determine which
minerals are “critical” at any given
time.

More simply, perhaps we could
adopt the definition of criticality
put forth by the National Mining
Association (NMA), which is that,
“minerals that are unavailable when
we need them, should be considered
critical.”

see CRITICAL page 23
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Utah Mining Association
[

ADVOCACY | EDUCATION | OUTREACH

THE VOICE OF UTAH’S MINING INDUSTRY SINCE 1915

For over 100 years, the Utah Mining Association has proudly
represented an industry that is essential to everyone’s lifestyle and
standard of living. As the beginning of the supply chain for everything
we use and everything we do as a society, the mining industry has a
great story to tell, and our association strives to tell that story.

Now, more than ever, we advocate for Utah’s mine operations and
service partners. We are proud of Utah’s record of safe, environmentally
friendly mining practices, and we recognize the tremendous economic
impact the industry has in Utah and beyond.

utahmining.org
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MINING SERVICE PROVIDERS
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Company Name

Contact Info.

Services Provided

Company Name

Contact Info.

Services Provided

ACF West Inc.

acfwest.com
800-804-1393

Geosynthetic solutions

McNeil Engineering

mcneilengineering.com
801-255-7700

Civil engineering &
design services

Ames Construction Inc.

amesconstruction.com
801-977-8012

Heavy civil & industrial
construction

Milex Technologies

milextech.com
775-340-4942

Light tower & custom
equipment manufacturer

Atkinson Construction

atkn.com
303-985-1660

Heavy civil & industrial
construction

Millcreek Engineering Co.

millcreekeng.com
801-904-2260

Engineering & construction
management

Barney Trucking

barneytrucking.com
800-524-7930

Trucking services

Monsen Engineering

monsenengineering.com
800-821-0672

Product supply for
design/build industry

Barr Engineering

barr.com
801-333-8400

Engineering & environmental
consulting

Boart Longyear

boartlongyear.com
801-972-6430

Drilling equipment
& service

North American Coal

nacoal.com
972-448-5400

Contract mining; technical,
environmental & material
handling solutions

Bodell Construction

bodellconstruction.com
801-261-4343

Innovative mining
construction services

NOW CFO

nowcfo.com
801-598-9390

Outsourced CFO, controller,
accounting services

Bowen Collins & Associates

bowencollins.com
801-495-2224

Engineering & environmental
consulting

Parr Brown Gee &
Loveless

parrbrown.com
801-532-7840

Legal services,natural
resources practice

Brahma Group Inc.

brahmagroupinc.com
801-521-5200

Industrial construction &
project management

Parsons Behle & Latimer

parsonsbehle.com
801-532-1234

Legal services, natural
resources practice

Brunel

brunel.net
801-987-5946

Recruitment & workforce
solutions

Pray and Co.

praysolutions.com
775-934-9308

Human resources, PR, org.
effectiveness solutions

C&G Construction

cgconst.com
435-882-1529

Civil construction,
excavation, steel erection

Ray Quinney & Nebeker

rgn.com
801-532-1500

Legal services, natural
resources practice

Cumberland Surety Inc.

cumberlandsurety.com
800-767-8622

Insurance, underwriting,
surety bonds

Richwood Industries

richwood.com
800-237-6951

Bulk handling equipment
distribution & service

Dark Horse Timber

darkhorsetimber.com
435-525-1012

Mining timbers,
lumber services

Robinson Transport Inc.

haulcoal.com
435-529-7472

Trucking services

Rocky Mountain Industrial

rmiwyoming.com
307-472-5519

Flame-resistant & winter
clothing, PPE supply

Savage Services Corp.

savageservices.com
801-944-6600

Transportation, logistics,
operations services

. dcpower.cc Large battery sales
DC Power Solutions 800-326-0691 & service
. dorsey.com Legal services—natural
Dorsey & Whitney 801-933-7360 resources practice
DP Systems dpindustrialinc.com Industrial scaffolding,

801-886-2170

insulation, siding

Sapphire Gas Solutions

sapphiregassolutions.com
833-MOBLGAS

Mobile power
generation solutions

Duff and Phelps

duffandphelps.com
415-693-5367

Corp. finance, valuation,
advisory services

SITECH Intermountain

sitech-im.com
801-978-1619

Mining/construction
technology systems

Dyno Nobel

dynonobel.com
801-364-4800

Blasting products & solutions

Smith Power Products

smithpowerproducts.com
800-658-5352

Equipment, engine
rebuild & service

Em Strategies Inc.

emstrats.com
775-826-8822

Environmental consulting

Snell & Wilmer

swlaw.com
801-257-1900

Legal services, natural
resources practice

Stantec Consulting

stantec.com
801-617-3200

Engineering, architecture,
project mgmt. services

. epiroc.com Equipment distribution
Epiroc LLC 844-437-4762 & service
erm.com Environmental, health,

ERM-Rocky Mountain

801-204-4300

safety consulting

Stoel Rives LLP

stoel.com
801-328-3131

Legal services, natural
resources practice

Fabian Vancott

fabianvancott.com
801-531-8900

Legal services, natural
resources practice

Strata Worldwide

strataworldwide.com
800-691-6601

Advanced mining safety
solutions

FLSmidth

flsmidth.com
801-871-7000

Production facilities,
equipment, services

suresteel.com

Supply and installation of

GeoStrata

geostrata-lic.com
801-501-0584

Engineering &
geoscience services

Geotemps Inc.

geotemps.com
775-746-7146

Recruitment &
workforce solutions

Sure Steel 801-675-8311 structural steel
swca.com . .

SWCA Inc. 801-322-4307 Environmental consulting
tic-inc.com Heavy civil &

TIC-The Industrial Co.

303-325-0300

industrial construction

Gerhart Cole

gerhartcole.com
801-849-0055

Geotechnical engineering

Tierra Group International

tierragroupinternational.com
801-210-9600

Civil & geotechnical
engineering

Golden West Industries Inc.

goldenwest-industries.
com 435-637-5402

Chemical solutions for
mining, materials handling

Tram Electric Inc.

tramelectric.com
435-637-7291

Electric motor rebuild
& service

. golder.com Consulting, design,
Golder Associates 801-312-9320 construction services
hdrinc.com Engineering, architecture,

HDR Inc.

801-743-7800

environmental services

Turner Mining Group

turnermining.com
812-277-9077

Contract mining, overburden
removal, drill/blast, crushing
& screening, specialty
earthworks, plant staffing

Holland & Hart

hollandhart.com
801-799-5826

Legal services, natural
resources practice

Hunt Electric

huntelectric.com
801-975-8844

Electrical contractor

ICM Solutions

wheelercat.com
801-978-1432

Crushing and
paving products

umw.com Industrial scrap &

Utah Metal Works 877-221-0099 recycling services
vel govci.com Heavy industry research,
914-381-0000 advisory, investment serv.

Victaulic victaulic.com Mechanical pipe

610-559-3300

joining solutions

Industrial Supply

indsupply.com
801-484-8644

Industrial supplies,
MROP materials

W.W. Clyde & Company

wwclyde.net
801-802-6800

Heavy civil & industrial
construction

Ingenium Design

ingeniumdesign.us
801-413-7672

Engineering &
design services

Wagstaff Crane Service

wagstaffcrane.com
801-277-3820

Crane service & engineering

Jennmar Services

jennmarservices.jobs
435-637-9300

Recruitment &
workforce solutions

Job Industrial Services Inc.

jobindustrial.com
801-433-0901

Engineering, procurement,
construction mgmt.

Wanzek Construction wanzek.com Heavy civil &
701-282-6171 industrial construction
wesco.com Industrial supply

WESCO

801-975-0600

chain solutions

Komatsu Equipment Co.

komatsueq.com
877-566-2878

Equipment distribution &
service

Western Cultural Resource
Management

wcrminc.com
303-449-1151

Cultural resource consulting
services

Komatsu Mining

mining.komatsu

Equipment distribution &

Wheeler Machinery Co.

wheelercat.com

Equipment distribution

435-636-6100 service 801-796-8333 & service
. liebherr.com Equipment distribution . wollam construction.com Heavy civil &
Liebherr USA Co. 307-686-0948 & service Wollam Construction Co. 801-938-9170 industrial construction
magnumdev.com Chemical, gas storage, clean Zooks Solutions Inc zookssolutions.com Recruitment & workforce

Magnum Development

801-993-7001

energy storage

888-772-4613

solutions
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MOVING HEAVEN AND
EARTH FOR OUR CLIENTS.

From civil to concrete, and structural steel to mechanical installation and more,
we set the bar by providing clients with the most sought-after heavy industrial

construction services.

4} HEAVY
gﬂ!ﬁmmnu INDUSTRIAL

Certified

JUN 2023-JUN 2024
USA

Call 602.275.2222 or visit HEAVYINDUSTRIAL.BIG-D.COM for more information.
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Program is mitigating the danger posed
by Utah’s abandoned mines

In Utah, there are 174 mining
districts illustrating the rich mining
history in the state. Silver, copper,
coal and uranium have all been
unearthed from Utah’s lands. This
rich mining legacy has left in its
wake thousands of open abandoned
mine shafts and adits, dilapidated
structures such as headframes and
buildings and eroding waste dumps
(also known as mine dumps). These
waste dumps often contain elevated
levels of heavy metals, such as cad-
mium, arsenic, lead, zinc and other
minerals.

The number of abandoned mines
on Bureau of Land Management
lands in Utah could number between
8,000 and 11,000, but no complete
inventory of BLM lands in Utah has
ever been conducted.

BLM Utah has made signifi-
cant strides in safeguarding and
cleaning up abandoned hard-rock
mines, particularly through the
development of state and federal
interagency partnerships through
the Utah Abandoned Mine Lands
Program. By sharing resources and
leveraging dollars, that partnership

has resulted in hundreds of mines
closed in areas deemed high-priority
by the BLM.

Success Story

The San Rafael Swell uranium
mine closures project in south-
central Utah recently won the
Abandoned Mine Land Programs
2016 Hard Rock Abandoned Mine
Lands Reclamation Awards for
Physical Safety Hazards. The project
was completed through a partnership
with the State of Utah Abandoned
Mine Reclamation Program.

Despite a happy ending, this
project posed logistical challenges.
The Swell sprawls out over 800
square miles of rugged terrain. In
addition, the team was faced with
radiation safety protocols, wilder-
ness areas and bighorn sheep lamb-
ing.

The San Rafael region contained
over 200 abandoned uranium mines
that remained open after the mining
boom and bust of the Cold War era.
The old miners’ shacks and car bod-
ies remain as curiosities for visitors
recreating in the area.

In addition to the usual range

of acute abandoned mine hazards
(falls, cave-ins, getting lost, etc.),
there was also exposure to radia-
tion and long-term health risks.

This combination of hazards and
recreational activity led the BLM
Utah and Utah Abandoned Mine
Reclamation Program to identify the

mines in the Swell as a priority for
reclamation.

Ultimately, 172 mine openings
were selected for closure and in
doing so, the project protected the
public health and safety.

This article was reprinted from bim.gov.

PR e

The entrance to a decades-old abandoned mine in the San Rafael Swell region of south-central
Utah was recently sealed by workers from the Utah Abandoned Mine Lands project.

MINERAL MINES

Listed Alphabetically

witst | it

Mine Name Commodity Mine Location Mining Method Owner Year Opened
American Gilsonite Gilsonite Near Vernal, Uintah Co. Sub-surface American Gilsonite 1904
Ash Grove Portland cement products Leamington, Millard Co. Surface Ash Grove Cement Co. 1980
Cricket Mountain Limestome, limestone products Near Delta, Millard Co. Surface Graymont Corp. *
Devil's Slide . .
Limestone, cement products East of Morgan, Morgan Co. Surface Holcim Inc. 1904
Enefit American Qil shale Uinta Basin, Uintah Co. Surface Enefit American Oil *
Grantsville Facility Limestone, limestone products Grantsville, Tooele Co. Surface Lhoist North America *
Great Salt Lake Minerals Sulfatg of potash, Great Salt Lake, Solar evaporation Compass Minerals 1972
magnesium chloride Tooele Co.
Moab Facility Potash Near Moab, Kane Co. Solar evaporation Intrepid Potash Inc. 1965
Morton Salt Salt Great Salt Lake, Solar evaporation Morton Salt *
Tooele Co.
Red Leaf Resources Oil shale Uinta Basin, Uintah Co. Surface Red Leaf Resources Inc. *
Redmond Mine Salt, bentonite Redmond, Sevier Co. Underground, surface Redmond Minerals 1958
Sevier Playa Potash Sevu_ar Dry Lake, Solar evaporation EMR Capital Investments *
Millard Co.
Simplot Vernal Mine Phosphates and derivatives Near Vernal, Uintah Co. Surface J.R. Simplot Co. 1960
. - Great Salt Lake, . . N
Timple Facility Salt Tooele Co. Solar evaporation Cargil Salt Inc.
US Gypsum Gypsum Sigurd, Sevier Co. Surface US Gypsum *
Utelite Mine Expanded shale Coalville, Summit Co. Surface Utelite Corp. 1962
Wendover Facility Potash Great Salt Lake, Solar evaporation Intrepid Potash Inc. 1938
Tooele Co.
Western Clay Bentonite Aurora, Sevier Co. Surface Western Clay Corp. 1963
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Wheeler Machinery Co.
Component Rebuild Center:

Your premier destination for Cat® Certified Component
Restoration. Every component is rebuilt with authentic
Cat® Parts, ensuring you benefit from the most recent
upgrades and enhancements. Supported by a team of
expert technicians, we're here for you, whether your
equipment is with us or out in the field.

As your trusted Cat® dealer, Wheeler offers more than
just premium components. We deeply understand how
each part harmoniously operates within your
equipment. With Wheeler, you can expect unparalleled
performance, dependability, and efficiency. Let us bring
your machine back to its peak performance.

wheelercat.com | 800-662-8650 Whaelon
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COAL MINES

Ranked by Short Tons Produced 2022

SALT LAKE

i LIST

Thousand Short
Mine County Coal Field Company Tons Produced
1 SUFCO Sevier Wasatch Plateau Wolverine Fuels 3,882
2 Skyline No. 3 Carbon/Emery/Sanpete Wasatch Plateau Wolverine Fuels 2,521
3 Lila Canyon Mine Emery Book Cliffs American Consolidated Natural Resources 2,299
4 Emery Emery Emery Bronco Utah Operations 1,063
B castle Valley No. 3 Emery Emery Gentry Mining 600
6 Coal Hollow Mine Kane Alton Alton Coal Development 354
7 Castle Valley No. 4 Emery Emery Gentry Mining *
8 Dugout Canyon Mine Carbon Book Cliffs Wolverine Fuels *
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METAL MINES

Listed Alphabetically
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Mine Name

Commodity

Mine Location Mining Method Owner Year Opened

Bingham Canyon,

Bingham Canyon Mine Copper, gold, silver, molybdenum Salt Lake Co. Surface Rio Tinto Kennecott 1906
Deer Trail Mine Silver, gold, lead, zinc Marysvale, Piute Co. Underground DT Mining/Mag Silver 2020
Gold Springs Project Gold, silver Great Basin, NV and UT Surface Gold Springs Resources 2020
Henry Mountains Complex . Henry Mountains, N
(Tony M & Bullfrog mines) Uranium Garfield Co. Underground Energy Fuels Inc.

La Sal Complex . . La Sal Mountains, N
(Beaver & Pandora mines) Uranium, vanadium San Juan Co. Underground Energy Fuels Inc.

Lisbon Valley Mine Copper Lisbon Valley, Surface Lisbon Valley Mining Co 2004

San Juan Co. ’
Spor Mountain Mine Beryllium Spor Mountain, Surface Materion Natural Resources 1968

Juab Co.

Tintic Project

Gold, Silver, Lead, Zinc

Underground Osisko
Development/Tintic Tamra Mining Co. LLC 2020
Consolidated Metals

Tintic District;
Utah/Juab Counties

US Magnesium Facility

Magnesium

Great Salt Lake,

Tooele Co. Solar evaporation US Magnesium LLC 1972

White Mesa Mill Facility

Uranium, vanadium,
alternative feeds

Blanding, San Juan Co. Mill Energy Fuels Inc. 1980
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" CRUSHER & SCREENERS FOR RENT AND SALE!

Call your local erushing & screening specialist Brody Porter at (385) 222-5898.
¢ Large inventory for rent & sale

¥ Expert Advice on-site

¥

¢ Our Support keeps you crushing

Century Equipment Company

Century Equipment is your RUBBLE MASTER dealer
4343 Century Dr. | Salt Lake City, UT 84123 RIMM in Utah, Western Wyoming, Albuquerque, New Mexico,
CENTURYEQUIPMENT.COM Southern Idaho and Western Colorado.
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Former mining site becomes
regional park in Salt Lake County

Butterfield Canyon, which
once hosted a Rio Tinto Kennecott
mine that was part of the Bingham
Canyon complex, has turned into the
Butterfield Trailhead Regional Park
following land reclamation efforts.

Located in the Oquirrh
Mountains in southwest Salt
Lake County, Butterfield Canyon
rises over 9,000 feet above sea
level and contains the Butterfield
Canyon Road, a paved road owned
by Kennecott Utah Copper. The
Kennecott mine operations are

famous for being the first to apply
large-scale open-pit mining and
economical mechanical processing
to low-grade copper ores in the ores
found in the area.

Bingham Canyon is also consid-
ered to be one of the deepest open-
pit mines in the world and a top
producer, with more than 17 million
tons of copper extracted from its pits
since 1906.

“We’re so proud to see what’s
possible through our environmen-
tally focused reclamation efforts on

what was once a mining site,” said
Clayton Walker, Rio Tinto Copper’s
chief operating officer. “The com-
munity has long asked for access to
this beautiful area, and this collabo-
ration with Salt Lake County is our
way of finding better ways to offer
a safe and fun way for the public to
enjoy Butterfield Canyon.”

The 17-acre Butterfield Trailhead
Regional Park is the result of a 2022
lease agreement between Salt Lake
County and Rio Tinto Kennecott
and is part of the Southwest Canyon

Trails Network, which is composed
of 2,500 acres including Rose and
Yellow Fork canyons.

Use of Butterfield Trailhead
Regional Park is specific to trails
only and can accommodate adaptive
bikes. Two dedicated full-time open
space technicians are stationed on-
site to manage the trails and work
closely with the Bureau of Land
Management, Rio Tinto, Herriman
City and first responders.

Adapted from a post in mining.com.

CRITICAL
from page 15

Utah provides an example of
how, as NMA presciently observed
in a comment letter on the first
Department of Interior critical
minerals list in 2018, “World
events can redefine criticality
in an amazingly short period of
time.” A 2020 report from the Utah
Geological Survey stated that Utah
hosts 28 of the 35 minerals on the
original critical minerals list and
had active production of eight of
them. When the Department of
Interior released the revised critical
minerals list in 2022, four of the
eight critical minerals Utah was
producing were removed from the
list: uranium, potash, helium and
rhenium.

Just two days before the revised
critical minerals list was published
in the Federal Register, Russia

invaded Ukraine. In the aftermath
of the invasion, global prices for
uranium spiked and remain at
near-record highs as alternatives
to uranium supplied by Russia
and Russian-aligned countries are
explored, especially in light of the
greatly diminished capacity of the
U.S.’s once-thriving uranium mining,
milling and enrichment industries.

Prices for potash also spiked
after the invasion and have remained
high given that Russia and Belarus
account for 41 percent of global
trade in potash, with resulting
negative effects on food supply and
prices. Ongoing shortages and high
prices for helium also continue,
putting further strains on the global
semiconductor shortage which
began during the COVID pandemic
as semiconductor manufacturing
constitutes the second-largest use of
helium worldwide.

Almost in real-time, world events
were highlighting the criticality

of uranium, potash and helium

as the federal government was
downgrading their “official” critical
status. It should be noted that Utah is
home to the nation’s last functioning
conventional uranium mill and is

the only state in the union which
produces the higher-value sulphate
of potash or SOP, which made the
exclusion of uranium and potash
from the revised critical minerals list
especially puzzling to Utahns.

There are many other concerns
and inconsistencies related to federal
government’s designation of critical
minerals and its management of
the nation’s mineral estate which
also need to be part of the public
conversation.

These include the competing
federal mineral and material
criticality assessments; the
accelerated withdrawal of public
lands from mineral production
during the Biden administration;
implications of the fact that many

minerals designated as critical are
co-located and produced with other
minerals which may not share a
criticality designation; the severe
diminishment of domestic mineral
processing, smelting, refining

and other beneficiation capacity
over the last few decades; and the
federal government’s byzantine and
burdensome permitting processes
which are far outside the norm of
other allied countries with similar
environmental and labor standards
and which discourage capital
investment.

I believe the public can coalesce
around the idea that any minerals
that are unavailable when we need
them should be considered critical.
There are far too many minerals
which are unnecessarily unavailable
or constrained because we have
neglected our nation’s vast mineral
resources, our highly trained
mining workforce and our unrivaled
capacity for innovation.
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Savings
See if you can save up to 75% a year on your wireless bill.

Flexibility
Easy to switch — bring your own eligible device
with no line activation fees or annual contracts.

Reliability
Get mobile on the most reliable 5G network
nationwide so you can be ready for what's next.

Visit ComcastBusiness.com/Mobile COMCAST
to learn more. BUSINESS
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